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ABSTRACT
This document reports on a study that assessed the

attitude of pre- and post-student teachers toward individualizing
instruction. The subjects were 110 secondary school student teachers.
The research instrument was the individualized Instruction Inventory,
designed to provide a total individualization sccre and reveal
attitudes toward individualizing instruction in four specific areas:
a) intra-class grouping; b) variety of materials; c) student
autonomy; d) differentiating assignments. The study included the
following findings: student teachers were more positive in their
attitude toward individualized instruction before student teaching
than they were after student teaching; both pre- and post-student
teaching females were more positive in their attitudes towards
individualized instruction than were pre- and post-student teaching
males. The authors suggest that part of the difficulty may be
attributed to the cooperating teacher, who may have minimized the
importance of individualizing instruction through both his attitude
and classroom activity. A more, careful selection of cooperating
teachers is recommended and special efforts should be made in teacher
preparation programs to educate males in the theory, philosophy,
methods, and techniques of individualizing instruction. (JA)
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CO STUDENT TEACHING CASTS DOUBTS

CO ABOUT INDIVIDUALIZING INSTRUCTION

O
An apparent by-product of the trend toward humanizing education

LAJ

has been an increased emphasis upon individualizing instruction in

today's schools. If this emphasis is to result in actual implemen-

tation of individualized instruction in the classroom, both pre-service

and in-service teachers must become convinced that individualizing

instruction is a feasible and viable alternative to traditional methods.

As a first step toward implementing individualized instruction in pub-

lic schools, teacher attitude toward individualized instruction should

be measured.

To this end, the authors recently conducted a study in which they

assessed the attitude of pre and post student teachers toward indivi-

dualizing instruction. The subjects in the study were 110 secondary

school student teachers who were enrolled in student teaching during the

fall semester of 1973-74. The research instrument, the Individualized

Instruction Inventory, was designed to reveal attitudes toward indivi-

dualizing instruction in each of four specific areas, plus providing

\..*

a total individualization score. The four areas were: (1) intra-class

grouping (2) variety of materials (3) student autonomy and (4) differen-

tiating assignments.

C-N The findings of the study were numerous, but the most significant

include the following:



1) Student teachers were more positive in their attitude
toward individualized instruction before student teaching
than they were after student teaching.

2) Pre student teaching females were more positive in their
attitude toward individualized instruction than were pre
student teaching males.

3) Post student teaching females were more positive in their
attitude toward individualized instruction than were post
student teaching males.

The findings suggesc that while student teachers may recognize

the importance of individualizing instruction prior to student teaching,

the reality of difficulties in doing so for large numbers of students

resulted in doubt and apprehension as to the feasibility of individualiz-

ing instruction. Part of the difficulty may be attributed to the cooper-

ating teacher,who may have minimized the importance of individualizing

instruction through both his attitude and classroom activity.

The fact that females had a more positive attitude than males toward

individualizing instruction, both before and after student teaching,

may be due to the nature of the female. That is, females are normally

more nurturant, more caring, and manifest more warmth in their inter-

personal relationships than males, and since individualizing instruction

is predicated onmeeting individual needs, this appears to be one pos-

sible answer. In addition, through her caring attitude the female may

not only sense a greater need for individualized instruction, but also

strive to act upon this need to a greater extent than her male counter-

part.

The most significant finding of this study is that student teachers

were more positive toward individualizing instruction before student



teaching than after student teaching. It is apparent that events during

the student teaching experience negatively affected student teacher

attitudes toward individualizing instruction.

As a result of this study, the authors recommend a more careful

selection of cooperating teachers (those who themselves are favorably

disposed toward individualizing instruction), and that special efforts

should be made in teacher preparation programs in educating males in

the theory, philosophy, methods, and techniques in individualizing

instruction.
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Assistant Professor
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North Texas State University
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Associate Professor
Secondary Education
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a
t

w
o
r
k
 
s
t
a
t
i
o
n
s
 
f
o
r
 
n
e
a
r
l
y

a
l
l
 
a
c
t
i
v
i
t
i
e
s

2
1

T
h
e
s
e
 
m
a
t
e
r
i
a
l
s
 
s
h
o
u
l
d

b
e
 
u
s
e
d
 
f
o
r
 
n
e
a
r
l
y

a
l
l
 
a
c
t
i
v
i
t
i
e
s

3
2

P
u
p
i
l
s
 
s
h
o
u
l
d
 
b
e
 
p
e
r
m
i
t
t
e
d

t
o
 
o
f
f
e
r
 
s
u
g
g
e
s
t
i
o
n
s
 
f
o
r

t
e
a
c
h
e
r
 
p
l
a
n
n
i
n
g

3

P
u
p
i
l
s
 
s
h
o
u
l
d
 
p
a
r
t
i
c
i
p
a
t
e

a
c
t
i
v
e
l
y
 
w
i
t
h
 
p
u
r
p
o
s
e
s
 
t
h
a
t

c
h
a
l
l
e
n
g
e
 
m
o
s
t 3

G
r
o
u
p
s
 
s
h
o
u
l
d
 
v
a
r
y
 
i
n
 
s
i
z
e

b
u
t
 
o
n
l
y
 
t
w
o
 
o
r
 
t
h
r
e
e
 
g
r
o
u
p
s

s
h
o
u
l
d
 
b
e
 
e
m
p
l
o
y
e
d

1

P
u
p
i
l
s
 
s
h
o
u
l
d
 
b
e
 
p
e
r
m
i
t
-

t
e
d
 
l
i
t
t
l
e
 
o
r
 
n
o
 
o
p
p
o
r
-

t
u
n
i
t
y
 
t
o
 
h
e
l
p
 
w
i
t
h
 
p
l
a
n
-

n
i
n
g

2
1

P
u
p
i
l
s
 
s
h
o
u
l
d
 
p
a
r
t
i
c
i
p
a
t
e

p
a
s
s
i
v
e
l
y
 
w
i
t
h
 
p
u
r
p
o
s
e
s

t
h
a
t
 
c
h
a
l
l
e
n
g
e
 
o
n
l
y
 
a
 
f
e
w

2
1

N
o
 
i
n
t
r
a
-
c
l
a
s
s
 
g
r
o
u
p
i
n
g

s
h
o
u
l
d
 
b
e
 
e
m
p
l
o
y
e
d

4
3

2

P
u
p
i
l
s
 
s
h
o
u
l
d
 
o
c
c
a
s
i
o
n
a
l
l
y

u
s
e
 
f
e
w
 
n
e
w
s
p
a
p
e
r
s
 
a
n
d
 
m
a
g
a
-

z
i
n
e
s

4
3

M
o
s
t
 
p
u
p
i
l
s
 
s
h
o
u
l
d
 
r
e
f
l
e
c
t

i
n
t
e
r
e
s
t
 
i
n
 
t
h
e
 
a
s
s
i
g
n
e
d

w
o
r
k

1

P
u
p
i
l
s
 
s
h
o
u
l
d
 
r
a
r
e
l
y
 
u
s
e

n
e
w
s
p
a
p
e
r
s
 
o
r
 
m
a
g
a
z
i
n
e
s

2
1

M
o
s
t
 
p
u
p
i
l
s
 
s
h
o
u
l
d
 
r
e
f
l
e
c
t

l
i
t
t
l
e
 
o
r
 
n
o
 
i
n
t
e
r
e
s
t
 
i
n

a
s
s
i
g
n
e
d
 
w
o
r
k



q
.

P
u
p
i
l
 
e
r
r
o
r
s

r
.

I
n
t
r
a
-
c
l
a
s
s
 
g
r
o
u
p
i
n
g
s

s
.

L
i
b
r
a
r
y
 
b
o
o
k
s

t
.

P
u
p
i
l
 
r
e
s
p
o
n
s
i
b
i
l
i
t
y

5

P
u
p
i
l
s
 
s
h
o
u
l
d
 
b
e
 
e
n
c
o
u
r
a
g
e
d

t
o
 
f
i
n
d
 
a
n
d
 
c
o
r
r
e
c
t
 
t
h
e
i
r

o
w
n
 
m
i
s
t
a
k
e
s
 
a
n
d
 
t
o
 
l
o
o
k

f
o
r
 
r
e
a
s
o
n
s

4
3

T
h
e
 
t
e
a
c
h
e
r
 
s
h
o
u
l
d
 
p
o
i
n
t

o
u
t
 
e
r
r
o
r
s
 
a
n
d
 
a
s
k
 
p
u
p
i
l
s

t
o
 
c
o
r
r
e
c
t
 
t
h
e
m

5
4

S
m
a
l
l
 
g
r
o
u
p
s
 
s
h
o
u
l
d
 
b
e
 
f
o
r
m
e
d

a
n
d
 
c
h
a
n
g
e
d
 
f
r
e
q
u
e
n
t
l
y
 
t
o

s
e
r
v
e
 
a
 
v
a
r
i
e
t
y
 
o
f
 
i
n
s
t
r
u
c
-

t
i
o
n
a
l
 
p
u
r
p
o
s
e
s 5

P
u
p
i
l
s
 
s
h
o
u
l
d
 
u
s
e
 
a
 
w
i
d
e

v
a
r
i
e
t
y
 
o
f
 
l
i
b
r
a
r
y
 
b
o
o
k
s

b
o
t
h
 
w
i
t
h
i
n
 
a
n
d
 
o
u
t
s
i
d
e

t
h
e
 
c
l
a
s
s
r
o
o
m

5

T
h
e
 
t
e
a
c
h
e
r
 
s
h
o
u
l
d
 
l
e
a
v
e

p
u
p
i
l
s
 
f
r
e
e
 
t
o
 
c
a
r
r
y
 
o
u
t

a
s
s
i
g
n
m
e
n
t
s
 
i
n
d
e
p
e
n
d
e
n
t
l
y

2
1

T
h
e
 
t
e
a
c
h
e
r
 
s
h
o
u
l
d
 
f
i
n
d

a
n
d
 
c
o
r
r
e
c
t
 
m
i
s
t
a
k
e
s
 
f
o
r

p
u
p
i
l
s

3
2

S
m
a
l
l
 
g
r
o
u
p
s
 
s
h
o
u
l
d
 
b
e
 
f
o
r
m
e
d

a
n
d
 
c
h
a
n
g
e
d
 
o
c
c
a
s
i
o
n
a
l
l
y
 
f
o
r

s
o
m
e
 
s
p
e
c
i
a
l
 
p
u
r
p
o
s
e

4
3

2

P
u
p
i
l
s
,
 
s
h
o
u
l
d
 
u
s
e
 
a
 
v
a
r
i
e
t
y

o
f
 
l
i
b
r
a
r
y
 
b
o
o
k
s
 
a
s
 
r
e
c
r
e
a
-

t
i
o
n
a
l
 
r
e
a
d
i
n
g
 
b
u
t
 
s
p
a
r
i
n
g
l
y

f
o
r
 
c
l
a
s
s
 
a
s
s
i
g
n
m
e
n
t
s

4
3

T
h
e
 
t
e
a
c
h
e
r
 
s
h
o
u
l
d
 
g
i
v
e

a
d
v
i
c
e
 
t
o
 
p
u
p
i
l
s
 
w
h
i
l
e

a
s
s
i
g
n
m
e
n
t
s
 
a
r
e
 
b
e
i
n
g

c
a
r
r
i
e
d
 
o
u
t

1

S
m
a
l
l
 
g
r
o
u
p
s
,
 
i
f
 
f
o
r
m
e
d
,

s
h
o
u
l
d
 
b
e
 
f
a
i
r
l
y
 
p
e
r
m
a
n
e
n
t

a
r
r
a
n
g
e
m
e
n
t
s
 
a
n
d
 
r
e
t
a
i
n
e
d

f
o
r
 
m
o
n
t
h
s

1

P
u
p
i
l
s
 
s
h
o
u
l
d
 
m
a
k
e
 
l
i
m
i
t
e
d

u
s
e
 
o
f
 
l
i
b
r
a
r
y
 
b
o
o
k
s

2
1

T
h
e
 
t
e
a
c
h
e
r
 
s
h
o
u
l
d
 
c
l
o
s
e
l
y

d
i
r
e
c
t
,
 
c
h
e
c
k
,
 
a
n
d
 
a
d
v
i
s
e

p
u
p
i
l
s
 
w
h
i
l
e
 
a
s
s
i
g
n
m
e
n
t
s

a
r
e
 
b
e
i
n
g
 
c
a
r
r
i
e
d
 
o
u
t



PRnFILE FOR INDIVIDUALIZATION

Directions:

Analyze the ratings previously made.* Transfer the numerical rating for
each item to the corresponding blank below. Sum the ratings for each cluster of
items, and enter these totals in the boxes at the right designated A, B, C, and D.
Sum all ratings for the total in the last box.

Class Date

Ratings by

A. Intra-Class
Items: b.

Grouping
Furniture arrangement
Independent worl-

S. ;4:ce movement
n. G;:oup size

r. Croup flexibility

B. Variety of
Items: c.

A.

k.

O.

S.

Materials
Different levels
Reference materials
Teacher-made materials
Periodicals
Library books

C. Pupil Autoron
Items: d. Pupil leadership

h. Mutual assistance
i. Pupil planning
p. Self-evaluation
t. Pupil responsibility

D. Differentiated Assignments
Items: a. Advance or enriched

e. Variety
1. Routine duties
m. Active, challenging, and purposeful
q. Interesting

Al
i...1

TOTAL INDIVIDUALIZATION


